
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

    By Joshua Fowler 

        
 

In Jonah 4, we see Jonah in a position we probably connect 
with more than we want to admit. Jonah, a prophet of God, 
sits in resentment of God’s mercy showered upon a ruthless 
enemy of his own people. As is his custom, God seizes this 
opportunity to educate Jonah and give him an opportunity to 
make an adjustment in his perspective and attitude. We are a 
selfish and comfortable people. When things threaten our 
comfort level, we have a tendency to react defensively, 
abruptly, and even abrasively. We cherish our comfort and 
hold it close. But at what cost? What will we pay – what will 
we ask others to pay – for our lives to be a little easier? This 
is the realization Jonah comes to as he is sitting on a hill 
above the city under a shade tree that withers as quickly as it 
sprouted. Jonah’s resentment for the people of Nineveh, and 
ultimately for God’s willingness to offer them mercy, places 
him in a position where he holds more value and concern for 
his comfort than for the lost. Let it not be so with us. 

YOUVERSION LIVE - If you use the YouVersion Bible app, check out our 
live events. Select [Events] from the menu. If it doesn’t show up 
automatically (using your location), you can search manually for 
Goodwood Church. 

AM 
Welcome 

Blessed Be The Lord God Almighty 
417 – My God and I 

Prayer 
Jonah 4:5-7 

41 – Be Still, My Soul 
Communion 

647 – The Love of God 
Jonah and the City; 

Evangelism and Personal Comfort 
288 – I Need Thee Every Hour 

213 – He Gave Me A Song 
Prayer 

 

PM 
282 – I Know That my Redeemer Lives 

80 – Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
Prayer 

Hebrews 9:15-18 
542 – Purer in Heart, O God 

107 – Come Unto Me 
The Complete Work of Christ; 

Atonement and Sacrifice 
197 – Have Thine Own Way 

436 – Nearer Still Nearer 
Prayer 

10715 Goodwood Boulevard Baton Rouge, LA  70815 ~ Phone: (225) 272-8936  

Fax: (225) 273-2119 - www.goodwoodchurch.org 

 

It is the Lord’s desire that we  
love one another. In the spirit of love and 

friendship, we welcome all who have 
come to worship. May we all be blessed 
as we praise God.  Thank you for being 
our guest at the Goodwood Boulevard 

church of Christ.  
 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Morning  

Bible Study – 9:00 AM 
Worship – 10:00 AM 

Sunday Evening  
Worship – 5:30 PM 
Wednesday Evening 

Bible Study – 6:30 PM 
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Order of Worship 

 

 

family news 

The Sermon on the Mount—How (Not) to Practice Your Faith 

(to be continued…) 

After focusing on how citizens of the kingdom are to live by a higher standard, Jesus now transitions 

to three aspects of our religious lives—giving to the needy, praying, and fasting—and tells His 

disciples how they should go about practicing these things in their lives. Throughout these topics, 

one major point is repeated over and over again: we should not perform religious acts in order to be 

seen by others and thought of as good and spiritual people; we should do them out of our service 

and devotion for God. 
 

“Secret” Giving. The giving of alms (giving money to those who are in need) was commanded in 

the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 15.11) and was a central part of Jewish religious life. It was also a 

common practice in Greco-Roman culture. However, in the Greco-Roman culture that was highly 

influential in Jesus’ day, wealthy people gave to the poor more to enhance their own image and 

reputation than out of concern for those to whom they gave. But that is not how citizens of God’s 

kingdom should give. Jesus says that hypocrites help others only when others can see them do so 

and talk about how good they are, and gives a humorous example of someone sounding a trumpet 

for attention before they do a good deed. Instead, Jesus says that when we give, we are not to let our 

left hand know what our right hand is doing. Obviously this is not to be taken literally, but again, 

Jesus uses hyperbole to get His audience to think hard: we need to be really careful about our 

motives for helping others. If we only help so others will think well of us, that is the only reward we 

can expect. 
 

We shouldn’t press what Jesus says about doing things in secret too literally. There is a difference 

between letting our lights shine (cf. Matthew 5.16) and doing things specifically so that we can get 

the praise of other people. It all comes back to motive. 
 

“Secret” Fasting. Jesus turns His attention to the practice of fasting. Fasting has fallen out of 

fashion in modern Christianity, but it’s worth pointing out that Jesus starts off his discussion of 

fasting with the word ―when‖ rather than ―if‖—as with giving and praying, Jesus simply took it for 

granted that his disciples would do these things. In Scripture, people fast for a variety of reasons 

(repentance, seeking God’s guidance, as part of prayer, as a spiritual discipline) and those needs still 

exist today, so it is still appropriate for God’s people to fast at certain times, in an effort to remind us 

of our absolute dependence on God. But when we do fast, Jesus’ previous instructions about giving 

and praying still apply: we shouldn’t fast to earn the approval of others, so when we fast, we should 

do so ―secretly‖ by going about our normal routines rather than drawing attention to the fact that we 

are fasting. 
 

Again, this section of the SOTM is very counter cultural: we live in a society that has trained us to 

believe that what others think of us matters and that gaining fame and notoriety is of vital 

importance in life. Instead, Jesus rejects that way of thinking and calls for members of His 

alternative community to live lives of ―secret‖ devotion, worried only about what our Heavenly 

Father thinks of us. 

 

Luke Dockery 

www.start2finish.org 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

7/30 ------ Youth Devo 

8/6 ------- Fellowship Meal 
 

 

 

 

Visit our website for a complete list of 

upcoming events and information 
 

www.goodwoodchurch.org 

 

 

http://www.goodwoodchurch.org/


Update on Kamryn Merritt:  
She is improving a little each day. Hospital is looking to 
move her to another facility within the next two weeks 
for rehab. Please continue to keep her in your prayers. 
 

 
Ian Grant, a Junior at Northwestern University and 
member of the church, needs a place to stay from Sept. 
1st – Dec. 1st while he does his veterinarian internship 
in Baton Rouge. Please let the office know if you can 
help with this need. 
 

Youth Devo will be this Sunday, July 30th, after evening 
services here at the building. It will be hosted by the 
Fowlers. All incoming 6th graders are invited to join us!  
 
                           Be sure to mark your calendar for our           
        next Fellowship Meal, on August 6th. We 
   will enjoy a potluck meal following the 
morning service.  Please bring plenty for your family and 
some extra to share with our guests.  After our meal, we 
will have an afternoon service to complete our day 
together.  Please plan now to attend this great time of 
worship and fellowship. 
 
                         I want to thank the church for all you have 
      done to help meet the needs of the flood 
      survivors.       – Paris Rogers 
 

Have something for the bulletin?  
Call the office or email us at office@goodwoodchurch.org by 
Noon on Wednesday.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for being our guest today!   Whether you are here consistently or passing through, it is our honor to worship beside you! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

NEW REQUESTS TODAY 

 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY 

Matthew 8:18-26 

Recent Requests 
 

 

*Pat Hale has been admitted to Franklin Medical Center in 

Winnsboro, LA. 

*Patrick Howard has been having some health issues. 

*Janie Jenkins had a stroke. 

*Leo Meerscheidt is going home under hospice care.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

TUESDAY 

Matthew 9:9-17 

Those experiencing loss, in need of  

encouragement, our shut-ins 
 

*Our families and friends who were affected by the flood. 

*Our shut-ins: Ila Adams, Nelle Hagius, Mattie Hanks, Hazel 

Hayden, Derlyne Kent, Alice Reece, JoAnn Strother 

 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Matthew 9:27-10:1 

Those with serious/ongoing health issues 
 

   *Rose & Adam Butler, Merle Burkes, Don & Lois Clark, Betsy Hall, 

Bob Harris, Wilma Henderson, Grant Hitt, Mike McClure, Cherry 

McCullough, Paige Phillips, Lisa Pickett, Jerry Sistrunk, Jay Strother, 

 

If you have any special needs  
(including sermon CD/DVD re-
quests), please fill out one of the 
cards located on the back of the 
pew with the necessary 
information and pass it to the 
inner aisle for pick-up. 

 

How Are We Doing? 

July  23, 2017 

Sunday AM Bible Class .................. 88 

Sunday AM Attendance ............... 146  

AM Average for Year .................... 151 

Sunday Contribution ............... $4,829 

Average for Year ..................... $5,271 

 

Faith Vallery, Shirley Young 

 

 
 

 

THURSDAY 

Matthew 10:16-31 

Our Other Friends and Family 
 

*John Abercrombie, Niles Bartholomew, Lea Ann Cavalier, 

Brenda Clayton,  Beulah Cooper, Cliff Cutrer, Hailey Decker, 

Kay Doiron, Keven Dupuy, Betty Epperson, Christie Estave, 

Ellen Garver, Harlan Gilbert, Ferrell Guillory, Grace Gray, Pat 

Hale, Karen Hanks, Mike Jenkins, Rondo Johnson, Jerry 

Kimbrough, Candy Lackie, Mack & Bettie Lovering, Dustin 

Montana, John & Carolyn Perkins,  Bob Plunket, Bryan Austin 

Plunket, George Plunket, Candi Prejean, Mary Rhodus, Tim & 

Alys Richardson, Johnny Rogers, Laura Rogers, Louise Savoy, 

Richard Shelley, Doug Statham, Bradley Travis, Kay Wingate 

 

FRIDAY 

Matthew 11:25-30 

Our Partners in the Gospel 
 

 *Santiago Bonilla                        

 *Candido Huete 
 

 

Those in Dangerous Situations Serving  

Country & Community 
 

*David Ecuyer, Anthony Groger, Toby Hebert, William Hill, 

Jonathan Lewenthal, Alex Null, Howard Stroud 

 

 

SATURDAY 

Matthew 13:3-8, 19-23 
 

*Parents and students in schools 

*City, State and National elected leaders 

A PRAYER AND STUDY GUIDE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 30 

Elders: Clayton Goodrum, Tom Kelso, Jim Lackie, Tommy Phillips  Deacons: David Andrews, Todd Bell, Bobby Chelette, Jack James, Pat 
McGibboney, Bert Ruckstuhl, Mitchell Smith, Joshua Young   Ministers: Joshua Fowler, Jay Plunket   Secretaries: Heather Fowler, Tara Hitt 
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