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Robert Lewis, in his book, The Church of Irresistible Influence, tells the story of 

James Eads preparing to build a bridge across the mighty Mississippi.  Eads had 

two choices when it came to bridge support.  He could work from above and build a 

suspension bridge, or from below and build down into the river.  Neither option 

was promising. 

Eads chose to work below the surface of the great Mississippi River.  The great 

stone piers that Eads’s team constructed would have to face great stress not only 

from the raging river but from the bridge itself.  Everything depended on the 

strength of the foundation.  If the piers could not withstand the continual currents 

and weather conditions, the bridge would eventually crumble and fall.  The proof of 

Eads’s design would come only after an extended period of time. 

Like Eads, Jesus had a choice to make.  His was of eternal significance: leave the 

comforts of heaven to eventually die on a cross, or stay right where He was.  Jesus 

chose to obey His Father and sacrifice Himself for all of mankind, and His 

obedience created the most solid of foundations on which our faith could be built.  

Lewis describes the church like this: “A community of people who stand firm in the 

truth over time against raging currents of opposition and who present living proof 

of a loving God to a watching world.”  As fully devoted followers of Christ, we are 

meant to be living proof of His love to an unbelieving world. 

 

VERSE TWO 

   
   
 

MARCH 

SERVICE 
01 INTRODUCTION 

Our unbreakable foundation, Jesus Christ, commanded His followers to be that 

living proof: “You are the light of the world…let your light shine before men, that 

they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14, 

16).  Skeptics today seek proof of our faith, and the founder of our faith, Jesus, 

commands us to give them proof.  Jesus wants us to demonstrate His love 

through our actions! 

Jesus led the way in shining His light to a watching world.  When His closest 

followers requested to be great in His kingdom, Jesus explained, “You know that 

those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 

officials exercise authority over them.  Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants 

to become great among you must be your servant… 

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:42-45). 

In order to be great in God’s eyes, we are called to be servants through selfless 

sacrifice.  We are to be living proof of a loving God to a watching world, so… how 

have you selflessly sacrificed your time, energy, money, and talents to let your 

light shine to a world that’s watching?  This month, practice serving others in 

order to ignite your light in the midst of a dark world so that they will praise the 

name of Jesus. 

 

 

Service is selflessly sacrificing myself and my resources for the benefit of 

another.  

o Through service, I am living proof of a loving God to a watching world. 

o I let my light shine through service so that God is praised. 

God produces fruit in my life when I practice the spiritual discipline of service. 

As I serve, I begin to see evidence of: 

Selfless Sacrifice – I sacrificially give of my time, energy, talents and money to 

benefit others because Jesus gave it all for me. 

02 DEFINITION 
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An Attitude of Gratitude – I joyfully serve because of what Jesus has done for me. 

Total Surrender – I trust that God will make a way when I give myself completely 

to His service. 

Heightened Compassion – I become more sensitive to the needs of others. 

An Evangelistic Spirit – I develop a greater awareness of when to share the good 

news of Jesus with someone.  

 

 

 

 

 

Other Scriptures for study: 

Matthew 5:13-16   Luke 6:31-35 

Romans 12: 1-2; 20-21   Galatians 6:9-10 

Ephesians 2:8-10   Colossians 4:5-6 

1 Timothy 6:17-19   Titus 2:11-14 

1 Peter 4:8-11 

 

 

 

 

 

03 SCRIPTURE 

March’s memory verse: 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve…”  

Mark 10:45 

INTERESTED IN GOING DEEPER? 

  

 Conspiracy of Kindness by Steve  Sjogren-  

 The Church of Irresistible Influence: by Robert Lewis 

 The Externally Focused Life by Rick Rusaw and Eric Swanson 

 Full Service by Siang-Yang Tan  

 Improving Your Serveby Charles R. Swindoll 

 

Personal Practice 

Begin each day with a simple prayer using Isaiah’s words: “Lord, Here I am. Send 

me!” (Isaiah 6:8) 

Be prepared to serve complete strangers.  As God gives you opportunity, serve 

others sacrificially by fulfilling a specific need. 

Focus your resources (time, energy, talents, and money) in the following areas, 

striving to be living proof of a loving God: 

Week One Choose to sacrificially serve someone. Shine your light in 

specific ways so that this person will see God’s love.* 

Week Two Choose to sacrificially serve in your community, either as an 

individual or as a family.*  

Week Three Choose a mission trip to go on (locally, state-wide, 

domestic, or global) and sacrificially serve those outside 

your community. 

Choose to serve others in various ways at church this month: 

Arrive early and open the door for every person that walks through a specific 

entrance, offering a smile and a “good morning.” 

Volunteer to teach or assist in one of our children’s Bible classes. 

Walk around your section in the auditorium and greet everyone, especially looking 

for guests. 

Be creative…what else could you do at church to share God’s love with others? 

  

 

 

04 PRACTICE 
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Interpersonal Practice 

This month make it a point to begin serving others in our community. 

As a group of friends or as a family, decide on a community service project and 

complete it.* 

Invite a non-Christian friend (or several) to go with you and serve somewhere in 

the community.  As Peter commands us in 1 Peter 3:15, be prepared to give an 

answer to your friends if they ask you to give a reason for your love of service.* 

 

 

 

 

 

God wants to use you as His servant to do good works, but the question is… are 

you willing to surrender to His will? (no quotes)  Challenge yourself to pray boldly 

this month for God to use you in extradionary ways to bring glory to His name.  

Use the following questions as a starting point: 

How can God help you and/or prepare you to be living proof of His existence and 

love? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

What do you need to surrender to God in order to truly be a servant to others 

(even those that are unlovable at times)? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

05 PRAYER 

If you are praying Isaiah’s words, “Here I am. Send me,” what are you really 

saying to God?  Where does God want you to go for His glory? How does He want 

you to serve others to bring glory to His name? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Ask God for specific opportunities to share your faith while you serve others. 

God’s answers to your prayers: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Isn’t it amazing to know that you are part of God’s ongoing narrative?  Use this 

section to record your thoughts and experiences on the discipline of service so you 

can pick up this book in the years to come and reflect on how God is faithful in 

your life.  

Be creative!  Use these pages to write a journal entry.  Attach a picture. Tweet 

using the hash tag #MRCCActs29.  E-mail a thought paul-crawford@cox.net.    

Post a quick description and pictures of a service project you did on our Acts 29 

Facebook page - facebook.com/mrccacts29.  Do anything that will help you 

document your personal journey of service this month.  Use any content that you 

have already made by adding to this book.  You can get additional blank pages at 

Information Central or at mrcc.org/acts29.   

Here are some questions to get you started: 

+ What specific things will you want to remember about this month’s service 

experiences for years to come? 

+ How did you grow in the fruit of selfless sacrifice, an attitude of gratitude, total 

surrender, heightened compassion, and an evangelistic spirit this month? 

06 MY STORY 

*For resources such as service project lists and suggested random acts of kindness, go 

to www.goodwoodchurch.org.  Click on “Resources” and then “Service Resources”. 
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